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Phase of PCi/Jr^WH/ui.tu.4,v/, x^x 

Date: Au.ust20,2004(20.08.2004)) 1 — ^ 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Listed on accompanying IDS Forms are documents that may be considered 
.aterialto the exam^nationofthis application,, compliance withthedutyo^ 

requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1-56, 1-97 and 1.98. 

Applicants have listed pubUcation dates on the attached IDS Forms based on 
.format^onpresently available to theunders^gned. However, thelistedpubU^ 
..ould not be construed as an admission that the information was actually ^ 

the date indicated. 

AppUcan. reserve U.eri^t.oestabUs.*epaten.abimyofme claimed invention 
over any ofU^einfo—providedherewith, and/or to prove that this information n.ay 

„ot be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for .he 
teachings purportedly offered. 
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This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been 
:„ade, or that informaHon more material to the examination of the present patent 
application does no, exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on 
the material submitted herewith. 

Applicants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 
□ 1. Statemem under 37 C.F.R. 1.704(d). Each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication ftom a 
forci^ paten, office in a counterpart application and this communication was not 
received by any individual designa,ed in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than thirty 
days prior to ttie filing of this information disclosure statement. 
2. Filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). Hus Information Disclosure Statement is being 
med within three months of the date of filing of a national application other than 
a continued prosecution application (CPA), OR wimin three months of the date of 
entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 in an international 
application, OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits OR 
before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. No statement or fee is required. 

□ 3. Filing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). This Infomtation Disclosure Statement is being 
filed more than three months after the U.S. filing date AND after the maihng date 
of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final 
Rejection, or Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution 
in the apphcation. 
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□ Sta^ment under 37 C.F.R. 5 1.97(eXl). 1 h-by ^ ^ each 
Uem of info^atton conUuned in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
tt^e months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(eXl). 
□ b. Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). I hereby state that no it«n 
of information in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited 
in a communication ftom a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application and. to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
5 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(eX2). 
□ c. Attached is our PTO-2038 Credit Card Payment Form in the 

amount of $ » Pay>ne« """^^ " ^ 

1.17(p). 

Piling under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d) This Information Disclos^c Statement is being 
filed more than three months after .heU.S. filing date and after the mailing date 
ofaFinalReiectionorNotice of Allowance, hut beforepayment of the IssueFee. 

Enclosed find our PTO.2038 Credit Card Payment Form in the amount of 
J in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R § U7(p); in addition: 
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□ a S..e»e„. under 37 C.F.R. § ..97(e)(.). I hereb, ^te *a. each 
of irfonnation contained in .his Intonnation Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in »y co—tion torn a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart forci^ application not more than 
.^ee months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(eXl)- 
□ b S.at«nentu„der37C.F.R.§1.97(eX2).Iherebystatethatnoitem 
of infonnation in this formation Disclosure Statement was cited 
a communication fiom a forei^ patent office in a counterpart 
foreign applicafion and. to my knowledge after maldng reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 
1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
IrformationDisclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(0(2). 

^ 5 The documents were cited in a search report by a foreign patent office in a 
■ counterpart foreign application. Subm.ssi„n of . English language vers.on of 
.esearchreportthatrndicatesthedegreeofrclcvancefoundbytheforeignoffice 

, provided in satisfaction of the requirement for a concise explanation of 
relevance. 1138 OG37,38. 
□ ^concisccxp— of.herelevanceofthe„on.Enslish,anguagedocument(s) 

appears belowin accordance wi,h37C.F.R.§1.98(a)(3). 
0 7. Copiesof documents FP1-FP4 andNPLl are submitted. 
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□ S. copiesofmea— w-0Uedb.o, — to^eomcein.msmat 

complies wi* 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)-(c) in AppUcation No • 

which is relied upon for an earlier f,ling date under 35 U.S.C. 
;;;;;^opiesof*esedocumen.sarenota„aehed. 37 C.F.R. 5 > .9S(d). 

□ , U is expected *at .he examiner will review .he prosecu.ion and ei.ed ar. in me 
■ p.en. applicaUon no(s, in — e with MPBP .001.0.0.), =md 

indicate in *enex.conu„unica«on.^n, .he office ma.mear.ci.ed in ^eearher 

p„sec„«onhis.oryhasbeenreviewedincon„ec.onwimmeprese„.appUea.ion. 

„ U respeCMly requested .ha. me Examiner initial and remm a copy of me 
. • tv,.nfficial file wrapper of this patent application 
enclosed IDS Forms, and indicate in the official file wrapp 

that the documents have been considered. 

The U.S. patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
aeficiency,or credit anyoverpayment,toourDepositAccountNo.l9-003^ 

Respectfully submitted, 

STERNE, KESSLER, GOLDSTEIN & FOX P.L.L.C. 
Tracy-Gen/c. Durkin 



Date: 

1100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 

(202) 371-2600 

523629 



Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 32,831 
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